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MEMORANDUM FOR 5 Director of Central intelligence 

VIA. Deputy D; rector {Research) 

SUBJECT: Capability of the U-2 to Acquire 

on th* Situation 

la Indonesia 


l. it is understood that at ths last Special Otoap 
mooting Mx. GUpatric iaguired a« to the kind of information the 
U *2 would be able to acquire ©a Indonesia in connection with the 
currant difficulty ©vox West Now Guinea {West Iria). 

Z For youx bfensatiM It U-2 mission* wore 
conducted over Inaoassia between 29 March and 1 June 195*. From 
that experience aa well aa our more recent experience in a country 
of comparable latitude, climate, and terrain, tamely North Vietnam, 
the t er^» type of information can be obtained. Specifically, it ia 
possible to identify numbers and type a of naval veaaela, port 
facilities, airfielda, along with construction under way and 
equipment, numbers and types of aircraft, military barrack*, 
military v ehi cles, POL storage, road and railroads, along with 
the amount and character of raUread tr ana port. In some cases 
in North Vietnam we have been able to detect trails in mountainous 
terrain. It la rather unlikely that the same would be possible in 
the jungles of Indonesia. 

On Thursday of this week the Committee on Overhead 
' ‘/eensi&er the requirement# fox Indonesia, 
informsllealrom all r a^xces available on the Indonesian situation, 
and whotJ^iapfri* information can be c * lm **£*****'*' JL MOm 
source#,’ or Shather U -2 reconnaissance la Justified. If eo, CO^OR 
will rscbmflnsftd lor your consideration, and that of the NEC, and 
tte Special ffroup, the uae of the U- 2 . In any event, COMOS will 
report Nsilndings and mainta ^ conti n uing review of 1*9 situa tion 
with appropriate report. 
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